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Daaslgnes Hilary Balas remowved thronelike chales from the dinklng room of John and Chirddtine Pruban, replacing tham with these contamporny chalis uphol-
storad In faux vory leathor. Other touchas in the mom Include two moderm-looking crystal chandaliers.

ashioned to fit

Their default suburban interiors didn't match their style sense,
s0 this couple decided on a makeover

By Tate GuNNEREON
Epecisl 10 Trilame MNewipapers

When Johin and Chrstine Proban
bought their four-bedroom homie b 1998,
they thought leas about how they wanted
the interior design (o feel and more about
harw they th it it should look.

“We sort of mimiclked our friends and
neighbora” Christine says, recalling the
palette of vellows and golds they selected
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as i backdrop for their traditional Linge-
scale wood furnishings s decorative
accessories, which covered nearly every
surfsce. [t as Lime passed, the nmlilr
realized their interiors weren't a good fit.

“We're much more contemporary and
very simple,” says Christine. “All the litthe
eces had started to make us feel claustro-
phobic”

In 2000, the Prubans had finally had
enough of the staid decor, They hined de-
sigmner Hilary Bailes to make ihe bouse
match their personal style.

“Christine and 1 were sitting in her
heavy, almost mwedieval: looking dining
oo liscussing the style direction for the
progect. 1 pointed out that in contrast to her
traditional home, her personal style was
very modem, ndindmalist and cutting-
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Daugner Hilary Ballas gave a desk, contemporary look to
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edje,” Balles says, recalling her client's
black jeans and black heels.

Those fashion cholces helped provide
direction, In the family room, Bailes se-
bected a long sectional covered in charcoal
wool. Above the sofa hangs a bright vioket
and black abstract painting by Wesley
Kimler.

“One great thing about dokng a more
monochromatic color scheme is that any
accent color really pops,” Bailes says,

Although the custom sectional sofn
wouldn't arvive for six months, the Pru-
bans were 0 cager to clear the decks that
they hired a company to organize a sale of
their fumiture, light Gxtures, blinds and
BCCCSSOI e

“We lived with cardboarnd boxes and
talle Lvmips on the loor almost like we

“We're much more contemporary and very simple.
All the little pieces had started to make us feel

claustrophobic.”

—Christine Pruban

John and Clulsting Pruban’s home, as seen in the house's front entrance, opposite

were starting over,” John recalls, “Our family
Hkr_s adventure, so for us, that was kind of
cxcitng”

Even more exciting for the family was
watching the new design come together as
the mﬁmlh arrived, Bailes re-imagined
the living room as a swanky bounge
area. A quartet of chairs covered in gray
velvet surround around cocktail table cov-
ered in metallic leather,

“There's a sophisticated palette, but
there's contrast throughout,” Bailes says. “In
maost of the rooms, there's an element that's
cither a brighter color or a different texture™

To lighten up the dining room, Bailes

an ornate marble mantel with one
made of simple white lacquered wood, and
she repl the thronelike chairs with more

contemporary ones upholstered in faus
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Sleeker, more
stylish

Hoaw o et m Mslh
ion-forwand book:
B Nix the clutter and
peripheral accessorics,
“Negative space is an
\ important part of how
n home feels” Bailes
says, "The pleces ina
rowonn should huve

enough space around
then so that they can

_ b appreciated ”

B A monochromatic
palette will often cre-
ate that urban nes-
thetic, To keep it inter
esting make sure to
incorporate materinls
that mdid Lll.'"l!h, .'.p,1rl|!|'
and texture
B Don't be afradd 18]
mix rasterials. Woosd,
1 mertal, plass and lac
quer coexist peacefully
yot intripuingly,
B Add contemporary
| art. Abstract paintings,
large-scale photogra-
phy and modern sculp-
ture will help to create
that urban ambience.

ivory leather, In n nod to the homoe's more
traditional past, two crystal chandeliers
hang above the table, almqm each has a
simple Mylar surround, giving them a
e bk

“They're my two diva lights* Christine
says,

Bailes says those little details can make n
monochromatic design scheme feel warm
and livable, from silver threads woven into
a g to Venetian glass beads on the master
bedroom wallcovering.

The extra attention paid o those details
ensures that the contemporary design feels
warm and family-f ri-rml;].r.

“We realized that the decor of the house
didn’t have to be a cortain way in order for
us ta be a certaln kind of family” Christine
AiLys.
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